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“ CHRISTMAS CAROL.”
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OUR MOTIVES

In starting a paper such as Woman’s Opinzon
I think it will be necessary in order to gain
the confidence of the audience 1 am to
address, I hope regularly, to give some idea
of what we at first intend to do and what is
our general opinion of woman and her work,
for 1f this journal is going to stand, which
undoubtedly it will, it is mght that everyone
who subscribes to it should be an ardent
supporter in all departments of its usefulness,

I am not going to intrude myself very
much upon you. What I want to do is to
work and to guide the correspondence and
articles into such a channel as shall gradually
become a river of success for everybody con-
cerned. The subject is so vast and the de-
partments so many that when one looks
around to sec where to begin one is almost
swamped with ideas concerning  what s
necessary to be done and things that have to
be set right. From this you will see there
will be no lack of material, and I am sure
there will be no lack of interest in the many
things that we shall be able to bring forward.
But there are some things we shall not do. If
I could use one word to designate what we
shall not do it would be the word “ nega-
tive.”  We shall not take a negative Positzon
at all, but rather a positive constructive one,
which will build up women, their work, their
causes, their rights, and everything apper-
taining to the advancement of the race, for 1
am convinced, as I have said in my booklet on
Woman's World-wide Work with War, that
if we do not raise womankind, mankind must
drop to a lower level than it is at the present
time, and we are all convinced that we are on
the lowest possible plane we wish to be for
the present at least.

There are many subjects both economical
and moral that need to be thrashed out in a
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proper spirit and with a determination to
bring them to a successful issue, so that the
wh:)ﬁ: race shall be raised.

I want every reader to consider that they
have an interest, an active interest, in this
work, and that they must do something to
help forward this grand Emancipation of
Woman movement. It will not do for us to
think that someone else is going to raise us,
we all have to do our part, and when we have
raised ourselves to a position where we can
help others that will be the time for us to put
forth the efforts similar to those by which we
raised ourselves. ‘There are numbers at the
present time who need but little ]:r:lp in that
direction, for there are thousands of women
as perfect as is necessary for them to be, but
who are keeping themselves in seclusion and
not doing work they can and might do, shall
we fipuratively say, “ for fear o? thayJews.”
These people only want to be helped out into
active work, and we shall see that they will
do something really good for those who are
less fortunate than themselves, either in the
possession of means, knowledge, or ability in
any particular direction. As soon as we
become a unified body, wotking toward one
object, we shall find that the power on the
mental side of our being will increase
tremendously, and there will be a silent force
at work which will steadily become such a
living patent power that nothing in the world
will be able to stop it. Seeing that this is
likely to be so, we must from the very begin-
ning aim at nothing else but that which is good
for all, for,as T have already pointed out in the
little pamphlet before referred to, what is not
for the good of all is not purely moral, and it
will not do for us to go into anything at all
that will add to the immorality of the present
day, seeing that we have so much of it in
evidence on every hand.

There will be nothing done in our work
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